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To  the  Reader. 

TT  is  the  duty  of  phyllcians, 
elpecially  of  thole  who  have 
the  care  of  lrolpitals,  to  give  the 

public  an  account  of  their  prac¬ 
tice  ;  in  order*  to  fliew  they 
are  faithful  to  their  trull,  and 
do  what  they  can  towards  the 
improvement  of  medicine.  As 
I  have  been  near  fourteen  years 
phyfician  to  the  Middlelex  Hof- 
pital,  and  have  Ipent  above  thir¬ 
ty  years  in  the  ftudy  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine,  it  may  be 
thought  I  fhould  long  ere  now 
have  given  lome  Ipecimen  of 
that  kind. 

The  following  cales  are  by  no 
means  intended  to  amide  thole 
who  love  the  oblcure  and  mar¬ 
vellous  ;  on  the  contrary,  they 

are 


[  vi  3 

are.cholen  with  a  view  to  real 
utility,  to  ffiew  what  may  be 
done,  even  in  rare  and  dangerous 
dileales,  by  the  ule  of  the  reme¬ 
dies  already  known,  and  thele 
fometimes  even  of  the  moft  lim- 
ple  kind,  though  fbme  of  them 
perhaps  not  commonly  applied  in 
thele  dilorders.  They  may  like- 
wile  ferve  to  lead  the  minds  of 
youth,  to  a  love  and  habit  of 
limple,  yet  efficacious  practice  (a 
thing  recommended  by  many, 
but  underllood  by  few)  inltead  of 
a  ralli  and  tumultary  ule  of  nu¬ 
merous  and  compound  remedies . 
However,  tho’  limple  practice  is 
belt  in  general,  both  for  the  lafe- 
tv  of  the  lick,  and  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  medicine  ;  yet  ftrong  re* 

medies 


medies  are  fome  times  neceflary, 
and  may  on  many  occalions  be 
properly  and  fafely  given,  by  any 
experienced  pliyfician  ;  for  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  a 
prudent  and  honeffc  caution,  and 
a  pufillanimous  timidity. 

I  have  related  thefe  cafes  with 
the  ftri&efi  regard  to  truth,  and 
in  the  fhortefl  and  cleared:  man¬ 
ner  I  was  able  ;  wifliing  to  imi¬ 
tate  tliofe  authors,  who,  f ban¬ 
ning  the  tedious  and  obfcure, 
make  the  art  of  medicine  more 
eafy  and  delightful  to  phyficians ; 
and  even  invite  people  of  liberal 
minds,  though  not  bred  to  me¬ 
dicine,  to  amufe  themfelves  in 
thefe  ftudies. 

I  could  have  added  manv  more 


cafes,  had  not  my  defign  been  an* 
fwered  by  a  few :  yet  upon  a  fimi* 
lar  plan,  a  fhcrt  fyftem  might  be 
formed,  of  fimple  but  efficacious 
practice,  in  the  difeafes  that  moft 
frequently  occur,  adding  filch 
rare  and  uncommon  ones  as 
give  light  in  others  of  the  fame 
kind  ;  a  method  by  well  chofen 
cafes,  in  the  manner  of  Ferae- 
Hus,  being  the  moft  inftruftive 
and  agreeable  ;  when  accompa¬ 
nied  with  general  obfervations, 
partly  to  illuftrate  and  partly  to 
amufe,  as  a  feries  of  naked  cafes 
foon  become  dry  and  difguftful, 
even  to  the  lovers  of  medicine* 


Wreat  Titchfl  eld  ftreet. 
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Sect.  I. 

.»  V* *  l  4 K 

TH  E  true  diabetes,  as  de« 
Icribed  by  Aretaeus,  is  a 
very  rare  dileale,  and  in  (ome 
aees  and  nations  it  (eems  to  have 
been  rarer  than  in  others  ;  for 

B  Galen 


s. 
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Galen  affirms,  that  lie  law  the 
dileale  only  twice  ;  and  A  (true, 
in  the  populous  city  of  Paris,  ne¬ 
ver  faw  it  at  all.  I  have  fecn  four 
tales  of  this  dileale  ;  two  of  which 
came  very  near  the  delcription  of 
Aretaeus,  which  for  that  realon  I 
have  tranilated  into  Englifh,  and 
fobjoined.  The  third  was  more 
imperfedt,  and  complicated  with 
other  dilorders.  The  fourth 
leemed  to  me  to  be  of  a  Ipurious 
kind,  though  it  was  attended 
with  lome  of  the  chief  iymptoms 
of  the  diabetes. 

The  firft  cale  I  met  with  was 
in  the  year  1750,  immediately 
after  obtaining  my  degree  as 

Doc- 


Doctor  of  Medicine.  A  gentle- 

<D 

man  of  rank  and  fortune,  a  rela- 
tion  of  my  own,  whole  elder 
brother  had  died  of  the  fame 
difeafe,  was  feifed  with  a  diabe¬ 
tes.  He  had  been  many  years 
valetudinary,  and  was  pretty 
much  advanced  in  years  :  he  had 
mod  of  the  fymptoms  mentioned 
in  the  dcfcription  of  Aretaeus.  I 
found  almond  emulfion,  freely 
ufed  as  common  drink,  of  very 
great  ufe  ;  as  it  not  only  nourifli- 
ed  him,  and  allayed  his  third, 
but  gave  great  relief  to  his  hec¬ 
tic  heats,  and  the  burning  at  the 
fcrobiculum  cordis.  Alum  and 
other  redringents  had  no  effect 
upon  his  difeafe,  but  only  bound 
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up  liis  body.  Daily  riding,  con* 
ferve  of  roles,  v  ith  als’s  milk, 
and  other  mild  remedies,  were 
the  only  things  that  did  any 
good  ;  and  lo  long  as  he  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  ule  of  thefe,  he  fpun 
out  his  time  with  tolerable  eafe. 
The  diabetes  I  look  upon  to  be, 
in  many  things ,  a-kin  to  a  con* 
fumption,  the  difcharge  by  urine 
correlponding  to  the  colliquative 
fweats  ;  and  1  treated  it,  in  this 
gentleman,  under  that  idea,  not 
having  then  difeovered  the  ufe 
of  the  tincture  of  cantharides, 
which,  in  one  cafe,  I  found  lb 
efficacious  as  even  to  cure  ;  and 
in  other  two  it  was  of  great  fer* 
vice.  The  above  gentleman  was 


at 
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at  laft  tired  of  his  difeafe,  and 
the  mild  remedies  ;  and  defiring 
a  confultation  of  phyficians  older 
than  me,  they  advifed  him  to 
the  ufe  of  the  bark,  which  he 
continued  for  feme  time  ;  but 
this  medicine  had  no  effect  to 
relieve  any  one  fymptom  ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  loaded  his  fto- 
macli,  palled  his  appetite,  in- 
creafed  his  third,  the  drynefs  of 
his  mouth,  and  the  other  fymp- 
toms  ;  and  in  a  word,  brought 
him  to  his  grave  fomewliat  feon- 
er  than  he  would  other  wife  have 
gone. 

The  fecond  cafe  that  occurred 
to  me  of  the  diabetes,  was  that 

of 
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of  William  Weftly,  an  out-pati¬ 
ent  at  the  Middlelex  Holpital,  a 
tall  young  coachman.  The  dil- 
eale  had  been  leveral  months  up¬ 
on  him  before  he  paid  much  re¬ 
gard  to  it ;  but  at  length  it  at¬ 
tacked  him  with  luch  violence, 
that  from  a  lulty  {tout  young 
man,  he  was  wafted  to  a  fhadow, 
and  became  fo  weak  that  he  could 
hardly  walk  to  the  holpital,  tho’ 
very  near  his  lodgings  :  on  which 
account,  I  frequently  vifited  him 
there.  Almond  emullion,  with 
gum-arabic,  I  found  of  great  ule 
to  him,  as  limple  emulfion  had 
been  to  the  former  patient ;  but 
alum  and  the  bark  were  of  no 
ule  ;  on  the  contrary,  thele  and 

all 
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all  aftringents  were  hurtful,  and 
affedled  only  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines,  by  binding  the  body  : 
at  laft,  his  ftrength  being  intire- 
Iv  wafted,  fo  that  he  could  hard¬ 
ly  walk  from  his  bed  to  a  chair, 
and  all  his  bad  lymptoms  cn- 
creafing,  I  gave  him  up  for  loft  ; 
but  endeavouring  to  form  a 
theory  of  this  uncommon  clif- 
eale,  it  came  into  my  mind  that 
it  might,  in  fome  cafes  at  leaft, 
be  owing  to  a  paralyfis,  or  other 
fuch  affection,  of  the  nerves  of 
the  urinary  paflages  :  and  know¬ 
ing  that  cantharides  had  peculiar 
effects  upon  theft  parts,  both  in 
health  and  difeafts,  I  preftribed 
ten  gutts  of  the  tincture  of  can¬ 
tharides 
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tharides  to  be  taken  twice  a-day 
in  a  wine-glafs  of  water.  Before 
he  had  taken  this  medicine  four 
days,  he  found  a  change  to  the 
better;  therefore  I  gradually  in- 
created  the  dofe  to  twenty,  and 
afterwards  to  thirty  gutts,  m ak¬ 
in  o-  him  continue  the  emulfion 
with  gum-arabic,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  irritation  of  the  can- 
tharides.  By  this  method,  his 
flrength  and  fieili  returned  in  a 
furprifing  manner  :  the  quantity 
of  his  urine  was  greatly  dimi- 
ni flied,  and  came  near  to  the  na¬ 
tural  colour  and  tafte  ;  for  at  firfl 
it  was  not  only  void  of  the  fait 
or  urinous  tafle,  but  very  mild 
and  (oft,  and  to  me  and  fome 

others 

h  ;  *  ;•  «g- 
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others  appeared  of  a  tafte  fome« 
what  faccharinc  or  milky.  Tho 
this  medicine  occurred  to  me 
entirely  from  theory  or  {pecula¬ 
tion,  and  from  the  general  ef¬ 
fects  of  cantharides  on  other  oc- 
caiions,  yet  I  afterwards  found 
it  had  been  uied  with  fiiccels  by 
phyficians  in  the  diabetes,  and 
was  mentioned  in  one  or  two  au¬ 
thors  as  ulcful  in  that  difeaie. 

The  third  cafe  of  the  diabetes 
was  that  of  another  coachman, 
who  came  to  me  on  hearing*  of 
the  cure  of  the  former  patient : 
he  was  an  older  man,  of  a  bro¬ 
ken  conftitution,  and  fubjedd  to 
the  gravel.  By  the  uie  of  thetinc- 

C  ture 
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ture  of  cantharides,  he  for  fbme 
time  found  himfelf  much  better ; 
but  being  obliged,  on  account  of 
bis  other  complaints,  to  proceed 
more  ilowly,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  take  other  medicines,  he 
became  impatient ;  and  bearing 
of  great  cures  performed  by  the 
waters  at  Briflol,  he  went  thi¬ 
ther,  and  I  have  not  heard  of 
him  fince. 

The  fourth  and  I  aft  cafe  of  the 
diabetes,  was  that  of  a  gentlewo¬ 
man,  about  forty  years  of  age  : 
fhe  for  fome  months  had  made 
great  quantities  of  limpid  water, 
aim  oft  without  tafte  or  fmell, 
attended  with  conftant  drought ; 

but 
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but  as  her  flefh  did  not  dimi- 
nifh,  and  as  fhe  was  affected  with 
lownefs  of  fpirits,  and  other 
nervous  fymptoms,  1  conftdered 
her  cafe  to  be  partly  nervous  or 
liyfterical  ;  and  therefore  that 
the  diabetes  might  be  faid  to  be 
fymptomatic,  or  of  a  fpurious 
kind.  However,  it  yielded  re¬ 
markably  to  the  tincture  of  can- 
tharides,  along  with  the  remedies 
ufually  given  in  liyfterical  com¬ 
plaints. 

It  is  well  known  what  a  cry 
was  railed  in  this  capital,  about 
a  century  ago,  againft  the  inter¬ 
nal  ufe  of  cantharides,  and  the 
prejudice  ftill  remains  in  the 

minds 


[  12  ] 

minds  of  many  phylicians.  By 
feeing  the  adtion  of  thefe  infects 
on  the  fldn  and  urinary  pafla- 
ges  when  applied  externally,  it 
was  natural  to  confide r  them  as 
a  cauftic  and  a  poifon,  and  to 
dread  the  effects  of  their  inter¬ 
nal  ufe.  Accordingly,  when  I 
firit  gave  the  tincture  of  cantha- 
rides,  I  began  with  very  fmall 
doles,  being  doubtful  of  their 
effects.  However,  I  foon  faw 
that  the  internal  u£e  of  this  me¬ 
dicine  was  not  only  fafe,  hut  ule- 
ful  and  efficacious  in  many  difi 
orders,  and  that  it  was  even  pof 
felted  of  great  cordial  virtues, 
without  thole  bad  effects  com¬ 
monly  afcribed  to  it  \  for  which 

reafon 
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reafon  I  have,  for  a  good  many 
years  pad,  frequently  given  this 
tincture,  and  have  found  it  of 
great  ufe  in  the  following  dife 
eafes ;  paralytic  affections,  drop- 
lies,  ftoppage  of  urine  from  a 
Ipaffnodic  caufe  ;  alio  in  afthma- 
tic  cafes,  chiefly  of  the  Ipalrno- 
die  kind,  feme  of  which  were  of 
very  long  Handing,  and  in  hy- 
fterical  diforders  ;  like  wife,  as  I 
obferved  before,  as  a  cordial  in 
weak  Ipirits,  and  to  enliven  all 
the  vital  powers  ;  in  which  re- 
IpeCt,  tho’  a  medicine  of  a  very 
different  kind,  it  deferves  in  feme 
degree,  a  limilar  praife,  to  that 
bellowed  by  Sydenham  on  opium 
itfelf. 


In 
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In  the  London  holpitals,  I  find 
it  has  been  given  in  Ibme  cutane¬ 
ous  dilbrders  with  great  luccefs, 
and  in  very  large  doles,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  at  the  Middlelex  Holpi- 
tal.  I  mylelf  never  gave  it  in 
very  large  doles,  becaule  I  found 
great  effe<5ts  from  a  moderate 
one  in  all  the  cafes  in  which  I 
uled  it  ;  and  fome  of  my  pa¬ 
tients  could  not  bear  even  that 
quantity,  though  joined  all  a- 
long  with  camphorated  emulfi- 

on.  The  effects  of  cantharides, 

/ 

externally  applied,  are  well 
known  to  be  very  great,  not  on¬ 
ly  in  fevers,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  violent  inflammations,  which 
would  other  wile  have  proved 


mor- 
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mortal ;  but  alfo  to  remove  ma- 
ny  topical  pains,  and  other  com¬ 
plaints,  in  mod  parts  of  the  body; 
as  head-achs,  fore  eyes,  tooth- 
achs,  hardnefi  of  hearing,  angi¬ 
nas,  pleurifies,  ftoppage  and  in¬ 
continence  of  urine  ;  laftly,  rheu¬ 
matic,  and  even  goutifh  pains  in 
the  trunk  and  extremities  ;  and 
it  would  appear,  that  among  the 
many  other  intentions  of  the 
(kin,  both  for  ufe  and  for  beauty, 
it  was  chiefly  defigned,  from  its 
great  fenflbility,  as  a  medium  for 
curing  the  internal  difeales  of 
the  human  body,  by  drawing 
them  outwards  by  means  of  vio¬ 
lent  irritation.  On  this  prin¬ 
ciple  the  burnings  and  finapifms 

of 
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of  the  antients  were  founded, 
and  the  moxa  of  tlie  Chinele  , 
but  no  fubftance  hitherto  difco- 
vered,  except  fire  itfelf,  fee  ms  lb 
well  calculated  to  produce  this 
effedt,  as  the  irritation  of  the 
{fib tile  parts  of  cantharides  ;  nor 
can  any  medicines  acl  with  due 
force  on  the  finer;  parts  of;  ouJ 
frame,  except  thole,  which  by 
nature,  or  the  affiftance  of  art, 
are  reduced  to  a  great  ciegi  ee  of 
fubtilty ;  for  of  thefe  medicines 
that  are  given  in  a  groffer  form, 
it  is  only  the  finer  parts  that  are 
truly  medicinal ;  the  reft  is  ra¬ 
ther  a  load  to  the  body,  and  is 

difcharged  from  it  like  the  grofs 

parts 


/ 
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parts  of  the  aliment  as  ufelefs 
and  feculent. 

Sect.  II. 

The  two  following  cafes  com 
tain  the  hiftory  and  cure  of  a 
difcafe  in  the  oefophagus,  on 
which  there  is  a  paper  in  the 
fil'd;  volume  of  the  Medical 
Tranfaclions  of  the  Royal  Col-< 
lege  of  London,  by  the  late 
Doctor  Munckley  :  the  paper 
written  by  him,  was  read  at 
the  meeting  of  the  College, 
Auguft  the  nth,  1767;  and 
it  was  long  after  that  pe-> 
riod,  before  I  heard  that  this 
difeafe  had  been  leen  or  wrote 

D 


upon 


/ 
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upon  by  that  gentleman  :  but 
in  the  beginning  of  June  of 
that  year  (1767),  I  met  with 

a  cafe  of  this  diforder,  which  at 

1  1  > 

that  time  was  entirely  new  to 
me  5  and  1  even,  lii (peeled  foi 
feme  time  that  it  was  venereal. 
However,  this  folpicion,  from 
the  fimilarity  of  the  two  difeafes, 
led  me  at  once  to  the  true  re- 
medy  }  and  though  feme  may 
ftill  believe,  that  this  difor¬ 
der  of  the  oefophagus  is  tru¬ 
ly  venereal ,  yet  when  we  con- 
lider  its  feat,  its  fymptoms, 
and  its  great  danger ;  alfb  the 
appearances  of  it  in  the  body 
after  death  (from  widen  feme 
authors  have  declared  it  to  be 


m- 
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incurable)  it  is  much  more  rea- 
fonable  to  look  upon  it  as  a  new 
and  peculiar  diieafe  of  thefeparts . 
However,  be  the  nature  of  the 

dileale  what  it  will,  I  can  with 

/ 

great  truth  claim  to  myfelf,  be¬ 
ing  the  fir  ft,  fo  far  as  I  know, 
who  difiovered  and  accomplifh- 
ed  the  cure  of  it,  without  the 
leaft  hint  from  any  body  ehe  ; 
and  I  fell  upon  it  at  once,  in  the 
manner  I  have  laid,  by  follow¬ 
ing  the  antient  and  fimple  rule 
given  by  Celfiis ;  viz.  in  new  or 
unknown  difeafes,  apply  the  re¬ 
medies  that  cure  fimilar  dilor- 
ders  already  known. 

June 


1 
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‘ 

June  2,  1767.  Sarah  Porter, 
aged  thirty-five,  was  admitted 
an  in-patient  at  the  Middlefex 
Holpital .  About  half  a  year  be¬ 
fore,  fiie  was  attacked  with  a  cold 
and  fore  throat,  recovered,  but 
was  taken  with  it  a  focond  time, 
and  after  that  was  ill  as  follows  : 
file  felt  a  violent  pain  at  the  left 
fide  of  the  os  hyoides,  and  alfo 
lower  down,  which,  as  file  laid, 
feemed  to  rile  and  choalc  her  : 
Ihe  took  violent  fits  of  coughing, 
and  it  hurt  her  even  to  (wallow 
drink.  She  had  taken  nothing; 
folid  for  about  four  months  ;  a 
yellow  matter  came  away  at 
times,  as  it  were  burfting  from 
a  fore  :  flic  was  very  coftive, 

deep- 


fleeped  ill,  and  was  giddy  :  the 
pain  in  the  part  was  conftant : 
[lie  fell  away  greatly  in  her  flefh, 
was  weak,  and  loft  her  colour  ; 
had  heat  and  fever,  and  fweated 
much  at  night,  but  was  regular 
in  her  courfes.  On  looking  in¬ 
to  the  fauces,  nothing  remark¬ 
able  appeared  :  (lie  was  then  a 
married  woman  ;  and  being 
clolely  examined,  and  even 
Frightened  by  the  danger  fhe 
was  in,  affirmed  that  flie  never 
had  or  ftilpecfted  herlelf  to  have 
had  the  venereal  dileale.  I  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  her  to  rub 
with  the  ftroncr  mercurial  un- 
guent,  and  to  drink  decoction  of 
farfaparilla,  in  the  fame  manner 
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as  if  lier  cafe  had  been  truly  ve¬ 
nereal,  till  I  produced  a  mode¬ 
rate  falivation,  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  for  fomc  weeks  ;  and 
(luring  that  time,  all  the  fymp- 
toms  gradually  difappeared ;  but 
being  forced  by  her  impatience, 
to  Hop  the  falivation  fooner  than 
I  intended,  the  fymptoms  began 
to  appear  again  ;  but  by  repeat¬ 
ing  the  fame  remedy,  they  were 
totally  removed,  and  flie  was 

difcharged  from  the  hoipital  per- 

( 

feclly  cured. 

December  29,  1767.  Rebec¬ 
ca  Harris,  fifty- two  years  of  age, 

became  an  out-patient  at  the 
fame  hoipital ;  formerly  healthy, 

about 
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about  the  Ealler  before  caught 
cold,  and  was  ill  from  that  time. 
She  felt,  as  Hie  laid,  a  creeping 
up  from  her  flomach,  and  loon 
after  had  a  great  difficulty  in 
breathing,  and  then  a  lioarle- 
nels,  and  her  deglutition  went 
away  by  degrees ;  lb  that  in  the 
[pace  of  about  fix  weeks,  hie 
could  not  Iw  allow  even  a  dihi  of 
tea,  lomething  feeming  to  puffi 
it  up  again.  This  continued  for 
about  five  weeks  ;  and  fometimes 
(lie  thought  her  throat  would 
Iiave  doled.  This  patient  was 
cured  at  her  own  lodgings, 
where  I  often  vilited  her,  by 
the  lame  method,  and  in  about 
the  lame  length  of  time  with  the 

for- 
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Former  patient ;  and  in  both  the 
one  and  the  other  the  falivation 
went  on  in  the  eafieft  manner, 
without  the  lead  bad  fymptom  ; 
nor,  upon  the  ftricleft  examina¬ 
tion ,  was  there  any  reafon  to 
lufpefl  that  the  caie  of  this  pa« 
tient  was  venereal. 

*  » 

'  Mercury  is,  no  doubt,  thcmoft 
powerful  antidote  known  in  ve¬ 
nereal  diiorders  :  th  o’  Farfap  aril- 
la  and  China  roots,  guiacum, 
and  perhaps  other  fimples,  are 
alfo  powerful  antivenereals,  and 
will  perform  cures  fometimes 
even  when  mercury  fails.  ,  It  is 
faid  the  inhabitants  of  the  new- 
difcovcred  iilands  can  cure  the 


vene- 
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venereal  dileale  by  limples  of 
tlieir  own.  The  preparations  of 
mercury  are  often  of  great  effi¬ 
cacy,  and  agree  wonderfully  with 
lome  conftitutions,  making  a  ra¬ 
dical  cure  in  a  fhorter  time,  and 
with  lels  trouble,  than  crude 
mercury  alone ;  and  indeed  in 
molt  cafes,  till  we  lee  what  bell 
agrees  with  the  patient,  it  is 
proper  to  join  the  internal  ufe  of 
thele  preparations  to  the  mercu¬ 
rial  undtion,  particularly  the  lb- 
lution  of  ffiblimate,  one  grain 
dillolved  in  four  ounces  of  a  wa- 
try  liquor,  of  which  a  common 
Ipoonful  for  a  dole  once  a-day  to 
adults.  This  folution  is  lb  lafe, 
that  I  have  often  given  it  to  in- 

E  fants, 
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rants*  a  tea  Ipoonful  every  night 
for  lorne  time,  w  ith  lafety  and 
luccels,  in  venereal  and  fbmc  cu¬ 
taneous  affedlions  :  but  though 
many  methods  have  been  deviled 
to  cure  venereal  dilorders  in  a 
lafe,  Ipeedy  and  pie  a  lan  t  man¬ 
ner,  fomething  leems  to  be  Hill 
wanting  to  complete  that  pur- 
pole.  I  have  long  oblerved,  that 
where  this  dilorder  went  olF  by 
the  urinary  paffages,  the  above 
ends  were  moll  completely  at¬ 
tained  ;  lb  that  little  confine¬ 
ment,  either  in  diet  or  regimen, 
was  neceflary.  I  have  often  had 
patients,  where  the  dillemper 
dilcharged  itlelf  folely  or  chiefly 
in  this  way,  without  any  inten¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  mine  ;  and  I  was  at  fome 
pains  to  dilcover  the  caufes  of 
that  particular  effe£l  ;  and  tho’ 
I  could  not  entirely  latisfy  my- 
lelf ;  yet  I  have  great  realbn  to 
believe,  that  a  method  may  be 
found,  to  cure  many  cafes  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  in  a  plealant  and 
eaiy  manner,  chiefly  or  felely, 
if  I  may  fe>  ipeak,  by  urination* 


PART 
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P  A  11  T  II, 
Sect.  I. 

v 

ly^ANY  delpile  the  ule  of  mild 
and  limple  remedies,  and 
look  for  great  effects  from  violent 
medicines  only  ;  but  tho’  Ibme 
of  theie,  when  properly  mana- 
ged,  are  indeed  powerful  and  ef¬ 
ficacious,  and  on  fbme  occafions 
are  even  neceflary  ;  yet  in  all 
ordinary  cafes,  which  are  by  far 
the  greateft  number,  fun  pie  and 
eafy  remedies  are  generally  found 
fufficient  to  efFefb  a  cure :  the 
power  of  nature  only  in  acute 
difeafes,  and  the  opinion  and 
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practice  of  the  greateft  phyficians 
of  all  ages,  (feme  of  whom  re- 
jelling  medicines  totally,  cured 
by  diet  and  regimen  alone)  are 
ffifficient  to  confirm  this  doc- 

•  »  ’  -  J  S  *  ■.> 

trine  ;  and  as  the  methods  of 
Nature,  in  all  her  operations, 
proceeding  by  flow  and  fimplc 
procefles  ,in  her  mod  difficult 
works,  clearly  fliow  the  efficacy 
of  mild  and  gentle  powers,  that 
operate  flow  and  imperceptibly  ; 
I  hope  the  mildnefs  and  fimpli- 
■city  of  the  remedies  which  per¬ 
formed  the  following  cures,  will 
be  no  prejudice  again!!  them, 
but  will  rather  recommend  them 
both  to  phyficians  and  to  the 
lick . 


Mary 
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s  » 

Mary  Philips,  a  labouring  wo-* 
man,  about  forty  years  of  age, 
in  1761,  came  to  the  Middlefex 
Hofpital  with  a  cancerous  ulcer 
on  her  nofe,  corroding  the  tip  of 
it,  the  noftril,  and  the  lip  below, 
but  with  very  little  pain ;  Ihe  was 
otherwife  in  good  health,  and 
regular  in  her  courfes.  This  difc 
order  Ihe  attributed  t<?  hard 
working  in  froft  and  (now.  The 
extract  of  hemlock  was  tried  a- 
long  with  the  bark,  which  feem- 
ed  at  firft  to  have  effect  in  Hop¬ 
ping  the  progrefs  of  the  ulcer; 
but  at  length  it  loft  its  efficacy, 
and  the  virulent  corrofion  went 
on  very  fall.  Uneafy  to  fee  a 
patient  to  whom  I  could  render 

no 
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lo  lervice,  I  difmifled  her  from 
he  holpital  as  incurable;  adviling 
ler  to  take  no  remedies  from 
trangers,  or  people  ignorant  of 
nedicine,  without  conlulting  a 
>hyfician.  In  a  fliort  time  Hie 
ent  me  a  prelcription  which  way 
•ecommended  to  her,  alking  my 
idvice  if  fhe  might  take  it  with 
afety ;  and  as  all  the  ingredients 
ivere  mild  and  innocent,  I  ad¬ 
dled  her  to  make  trial  of  it,  and 
j;ave  her  the  medicines  from 
:he  holpital.  Having  uled  them 
i  week,  Ihe  lent  me  word  Ihe 
was  much  better,  and  delired 
1  would  repeat  the  medicines, 
and  in  a  fortnight  more  Ihe  came 
to  the  holpital,  in  a  manner 

per- 


I 
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perfectly  cured  ;  a  fmall  rednefs 
only  remaining  upon  the  note* 
The  medicines  were,  a  decoction 
of  three  ounces  of  farfaparilla 
and  half  an  ounce  of  liquorice 
roots,  in  two  quarts  of  water  to 
one,  a  quart  to  be  drunk  every 
day.  Happy  by  this  fuccefs,  and 
the  farfaparilla  teeming  to  me, 
from  its  known  efficacy  in  other 
difeafes,  to  be  the  chief  or  only 
thing  to  which  I  could  afcribe 
the  cure  ;  and  finding  it  recom¬ 
mended  for  cancers  in  tome  au¬ 
thors,  I  was  determined  to  try 
it  in  the  next  cate  of  the  like 
nature  that  occurred.  Accord¬ 
ingly, 


Aprill 
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April  15th,  1766,  Thomas 

Wicks,  a  carver,  came  to  the 
Middlelcx  Holpital.  He  had  ail 
ugly  ill-coloured  fcabby  ulcer 
on  his  nofe,  formerly  painful, 
but  now  attended  with  great 
itching  only  ;  it  had  been  a  year 
in  coming,  began  with  a  pimple, 
and  had  increaled  by  degrees  to 
its  prelent  ftate  :  there  was  a 
great  dilcharge  of  iclior  from  it, 
and  a  hole  was  made  in  the  grif 
tie  of  the  leptum  narium.  This 
man  in  about  fix  weeks  was  en¬ 
tirely  cured  by  a  decoction  of 
farlaparilla  alone,  fix  ounces 
drunk  thrice  a-day,  with  a  dole 
of  Glauber’s  lalts  and  manna 
once  a- week ;  and  I  have  often 

F  leen 
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leen  him  lince  perfectly  well,  and 
very  thankful  for  his  cure. 

Hannah  Fell,  a  girl  about  20, 
was  attacked  with  a  violent  itch** 
ing,  and  angry-looking  rednels, 
upon  the  nole  and  the  right 
cheek  ;  for  which  fhe  had  taken 
a  good  many  doles  of  lalts,  by 
the  advice  of  an  apothecary ; 
but  the  diforder  increaled,  and 
alarmed  both  her  and  her  mo¬ 
ther.  I  prelcribed  the  remedies 
as  in  the  former  cafe  ;  but  as  Hie 
had  already  taken  fo  many  do¬ 
les  of  lalts,  fhe  omitted  that 
part  of  the  remedy,  and  begged 
to  be  exculed  from  it.  Accord- 
t*lgly?  I  continued  the  decoction 

of 
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of  farfaparilla  with  the  fomenta¬ 
tion,  and  in  about  three  weeks 
flie  was  perfectly  cured. 

The  fuccefs  in  thefe  three 
cafes,  the  firft  of  which  at  leaft 
was  evidently  of  a  cancerous  na¬ 
ture,  may  encourage  us  to  try 
the  ufe  of  mild  remedies,  even 
in  diforders  the  moft  dangerous 

O 

and  malignant  :  to  confirm 
which,  I  fliall  relate  a  very  re¬ 
markable  effect  of  the  electrical 
machine,  in  a  cafe  of  a  cancerous 
kind  ;  which  may  ferve  to  illuf* 
trate,  and  give  new  ideas  of  the 
nature  of  this  remedy,  and  of 
that  terrible  diforder. 


Ann 
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Ann  Abbot  had  been  long  af¬ 
flicted  with  Icirrhous  tumours 
and  violent  Ihooting  pains  in  the 
right  bread;,  but  elpec  ially  a- 
bout  the  axilla  :  every  thing  in 
the  common  wav  had  been  tried 

j 

that  promiled  to  give  relief,  but 
without  effect ;  and  her  pains 
were  fo  great,  that  flie  lived  in 
the  utmoft  milery  ;  but  by  the 
ule  of  the  eleCtrical  machine  once 
a-day,  her  pains  were  gradually 
diminilhed,  till  at  length  they 
were  totally  removed,  and  the 
Icirrhous  tumours  were  likewile 
conflderably  dillblved  by  the  ule 
of  the  lame  remedy. 


Sect. 

* 
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S  E  C  T.  If. 

£  '  « 

In  order  further  to  fhew  the 
great  efficacy  of  the  milder  re¬ 
medies,  which  cannot  be  too 
much  recommended  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  ;  as  lo  much 
milchief  is  daily  done,  by  the 
raffi  and  blind  abule  of  the 
ftrono;er  and  more  violent  ones  : 
I  have  added  the  few  following 
cafes,  in  two  of  which  the  pow¬ 
der  of  wild  valerian  root,  given 
in  form  of  an  eleblarv,  feemed 
to  me  to  have  performed  the 
principal  part  of  the  cure.  This 
medicine  I  have  found  a  moll 

,  »  v  •  •* 

ufeful  remedy  in  the  cure  of  pa¬ 
ralytic  diforders,  the  clioreafancU 

Viti, 
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Viti,  and  the  colica  pidtonum, 
after  proper  evacuations,  and 
alfb  fometimes  in  epilepfi.es . 

William  Cole,  aged  about  do, 
a  carpenter,  of  a  found  conftitu- 
tion,  on  Auguft  30,  1 768,  be¬ 
came  an  out-patient  at  the  Mid-* 
dlefex  Hofpital.  After  a  fall,  he 
was  attacked  with  a  very  great 
debility,  fo  that  his  ftools  and 
urine  came  away  involuntarily 
and  fuddenly,  fix  or  feven  times 
a-day,  in  whatever  pofture  or 
place  he  happened  to  be  in  :  he 
had  alfb  violent  pains,  efpecially 
on  thefe  occafions,  from  his  neck 
to  his  fundament,  with  a  feeling 
as  if  water  had  been  poured  down 

the 
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tlie  Ipine ;  and  at  tliole  times,  if  on 
his  feet,  to  prevent  falling,  he  was 
obliged  to  lit  down  :  he  was  at 
no  time  free  from  fome  degree 
of  this  feeling.  By  thele  com. 
plaints  his  life  was  lo  milerable, 

that  he  willied  for  death :  his 

.  * 

appetite,  which  did  not  leave 
him,  was  his  only  fupport ;  but 
he  was  unable  to  work,  and  was 
afraid,  after  a  healthy  and  labo* 
rious  life,  to  be  obliged  to  gq» 
upon  the  parifli,  though  he  had 
reared  a  numerous  family  by  his, 
own  labour  only.  I  prelcribed 
the  following  remedies  : 

R.  Decoct.  cort.  peruv.  gi,  capiat  bis  die. 

R>  Pulv.  valerian,  fylv.  » ij . 

Syr.  f.  q.  f.  fiat  bolus,  cap.  ter  die. 


To 


/ 
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To  thefe  I  afterwards  added 
an  infufion  of  camomile  flowers 
with  annifeeds  in  boiling  water, 
a  gill  to  be  drunk  twice  a- day, 
with  thirty  drops  of  Ipirit  of 
hartfhorn  or  lavender  occalional- 
ly,  when  low  (pirited.  By  this 
method,  he  found  an  alteration 
to  the  better  the  third  day,  and 
became  better  and  better  every 
day,  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  he 
was  perfectly  cured;  and  when  I 
wrote  this  cafe,  he  had  been  for 
three  weeks  entirely  free  from 
all  his  complaints,  and  was  able 

to  work  as  ufual. 

Elizabeth  Waller,  aged  forty, 
was  admitted  an  impatient  at 

the 


[  4«  ] 

the  Mtddlefox  Hofpital,  Novem¬ 
ber  i ft,  8.  Her  loins  and 

lower  extremities  were  fo  weak, 

'  .  • 

that  {he  was  unable  to  walk,  nor 
could  (lie  lit  in  an  erect  pofture  * 
fhe  had  toft  her  ftefti  and  colour,, 
fteeped  ill,  and  was  troubled 
with  cold  fvveats.  Her  bowels 
were  fo  weak,  and  in  fuch  difor- 
der,  that  the  leaft  thins;  either 

'  <D 

bound  or  purged  her :  fhe  had 
violent  pains  in  her  thighs,  and 
from  her  loins  down  to  her 

knees :  fhe  found  rood  eafe  when 

•* 

fhe  lay  abed,  and  after  fhe  took 
to  it,  her  appetite  was  better ;  a 
hard  tumour  was  felt  on  the  ver¬ 
tebrae  of  the  loins ;  fo  that  it  is 
probable  from  all  the  fymptoms, 

G  that 
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that  Tome  of  thefe  vertebrae  were 
diflorted  or  difeafcd,  fo  as  to 
comprefs  the  fpinal  marrow,  her 
courfes  had  been  obflrucled  for 
a  whole  year.  In  order  to  re¬ 
move  the  preflure  from  the 
fpine,  I  ordered  her  to  ufe 
crutches,  when  fhe  attempted 
to  Hand  or  walk,  by  which 
the  weight  of  the  body  was 
chiefly  fupported  upon  the  axil¬ 
lae.  I  gave  her  two  drachms 
of  the  valerian  bolus  twice  a- 
day,  and  a  gill  of  camomile-tea 
as  often,  a  fin  all  dole  of  tinc¬ 
ture  of  rhubarb  twice  a-week, 
and  twenty  drops  of  tinflura 
thebaica  every  night  at  bed¬ 
time  ;  by  the  ufe  of  which ,  in 


a 
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a  few  days  flie  was  able  to  rile 
from  her  feat  without  help,  and 
in  a  week  fhe  could  walk  a  few 
fteps  by  the  help  of  a  Hick,  and 
in  a  fortnight  die  could  walk 
acrols  the  ward  without  any  help 
at  all :  her  colour  and  Ipirits  be¬ 
gan  to  return,  and  Ihe  went  out 
of  the  hofpital  cured  of  this  di£ 
order,  and  has  been  lince  an 
out-patient  for  other  complaints 
of  a  flijjliter  kind. 

As  cafes  fimilar  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  one  may  now  and  then  oc¬ 
cur,  it  is  perhaps  not  unworthy 
of  being  related. 


Ben- 
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Benjamin  Barret,  aged  forty, 

was  ftruck  with  lightning,  and 

fell  down  fenfelefs  in  the  fields 

hard  by  the  Middlefex  Hofpital, 

hilt  foon  came  to  himfelf,  and 

was'  brought  in  there.  He  could 

& 

liardly  fetch  his  breath,  and 
turned  worfe  and  worfe,  ft)  that 
lie  thought  himfelf  dying :  he 
laid  he  had  never  been  ill  before 

I  6  '  - 

in  his  life.  1  immediately  or* 
tiered  him  to  be  blooded,  which 
gave  him  feme  eafe :  a  blifter 
was  then  applied  to  his  bread, 
from  which  he  loon  found  great 
and  hidden  relief ;  the  Wider 
was  kept  open,  and  the  man  was 
perfectly  well  in  a  few  days. 

In  people  ftruck  with  lightning, 

andi 
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and  in  apoplexies,  and  feme  o~ 
tlier  hidden  diforders  of  that 
kind,  after  blooding,  it  might 
perhaps  be  advifeable  to  apply 
the  electrical  machine,  being  the 
molt  penetrating  as  well  as  molt 
hidden  and  powerful  Itimulus 
hitherto  known. 


1  (hall  conclude  with  the  his¬ 
tory  and  cure  of  a  leproly  or 
Icaly  cutaneous  di (order. 

Martin  Kelly,  a  man  about 
forty  years  of  age,  became  an 
out-patient  at  the  Middlefex  Hofo 
pital  in  the  year  1761,  full  of  dry 
•fcales  from  the  crown  of  his 
head  to  the  file  of  his  foot,  like 

i  .  .  (.  .  ..  .•  ..  .  ,  / 
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a  leper,  with  a  continual  itch¬ 
ing  all  over  him .  The  Icales  were 
thin,  and  of  all  lizes,  from  that 
of  a  crown  piece  and  down¬ 
wards,  and  two  hatfuls,  as  he 
exprefled  it,  were  taken  from 
his  body  every  day  ;  he  was  le- 
veral  months  an  out-patient,  but 
received  little  benefit,  though  he 
took  feveral  remedies  of  a  ftrong 
kind,  and  particularly  the  folution 
of  lublimate,  which  always  made 
him  fick,  tho5  he  never  took  it  but 
in  very  fin  all  doles.  At  length 
he  became  an  in-patient,  and  in 
the  Ip  ace  of  (even  weeks  he  was 
perfectly  cured  by  the  following 
method.  He  drank  three  pints 
®f  camomile  tea  every  day,  he 

went 
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went  into  the  warm  bath  thrice 
a  week ;  he  took  two  tea  Ipoonfuls 
of  antimonial  wine  thrice  a-day, 
and  a  dole  of  Glauber’s  falts  once 
a-week,  fbmetimes  twice.  He 
continued  for  feveral  years  after 
free  from  this  dileafc,  except  a 
few  lcales,  fcarce  worthy  of  no¬ 
tice,  that  iometimes  appeared  in 
the  Ip  ring  and  fall. 


How  far  we  ought  to  attribute 
the  cure  in  the  above  cale  to  the 
antimonial  medicine,  and  how 
far  to  the  other  remedies,  I  lhall 
not  pretend  to  determine  ;  only 
it  appears,  that  the  tartar  eme¬ 
tic,  and  other  preparations  of 
antimony,  are  often  adminifter- 

ed 
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ed  with  great  fliccefi  ifi  difcafes-' 

c? 

both  acute  and  chronical,  but 
especially  in  fevers.  This  fiir~ 

„  v  ^  A  *-  ,  *  ■  x  jr 

prifing  febrifuge  virtue  did  not 
efcape  the  fagacious  Sydenham,  - 

f  s  ,  ’  * 

though  be  gave  the  antimonrial 

*•  ■,  •  <r  ^  ".j| 

only  as  an  emetic.  44  I  have 
44  often  wondered,”  fays  he, 
44  when  I  curioufly  examined 
44  the  matter  thrown  up  by  vo» 
4  4  mit,  and  found  it  neither  large 

*■*  *  V  “*•  '£* 

44  in  quantity,  nor  remarkable 

44  for  any  bad  quality,  how  it 

**  *  *  ; 

-  44  came  to  pais  that  the  lick 

4  4  found  fo  much  relief  thereby, 

44  as  all  the  bad  fymptoms,  (viz. 
44  the  nauiea,  the  anxiety,  the 
44  toffings,  the  dilmal  fighs,  the 

,  -  ft  \  *■< 

44  blackness  of  the  tongue,  See.) 

44  which 
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44  which  tormented  the  fick  and 
44  terrified  the  by-ftanders,  were 
44  commonly  relieved,  and  dif. 
44  appeared  as  £oon  as  the  vomit-> 
4  4  ing  was  over,  and  the  dileafe 
4  4  went  on  afterwards  in  a  more 
44  mild  and  gentle  manner,”  p. 

I  t  V  *»  .  ■,  .• 

26.  edit.  1685.  But  this  great 
man,  though  he  oblerved  thefe 
lalutary  effects,  at  leaf!  io  early 
as  1 666,  when  he  publiihed  the 
firft:  edition  of  his  works  ;  yet 
did  not  purfiie  the  idea,  from 
his  prejudice,  I  fiippole,  againft 
the  exiftence  of  medicines,  com¬ 
monly  called  Ipecific,  or  fiich  as 
perform  great  effects  in  a  filent 
manner,  without  any  lenfible  o- 
peration,  of  which  he  admit- 

H  ted 
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K*  «r  ■  f  f  »  r 

ted  none,  the  Peruvian  bark 
only  excepted.  However,  it  is 
ni oil  certain  that  antimonial  me¬ 
dicines  almoft  inftantaneoully 
remove  beginning  fevers,  of  al" 
molt  every  kind ;  alio  lometimes 
revive  opprelled  nature,  in  the 
more  advanced  ftages  of  low  and 

nervous  ones,  when  given  in 

•  - 

(mail  doles  often  repeated  *,  and 
that  even  when  no  lenftble  eva¬ 
cuation  is  produced,  though  it 
leems  advileable,  at  fir  ft,  always 
to  give  them  to  that  degree  as 
to  produce  lome  evident  evacua¬ 
tion  ;  yet  it  mult  be  confelled, 
that  thele  medicines  do  not  al¬ 
ways  produce  the  lame  lalutary 
effects.  In  lome  chronical  dif 

orders, 
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orders,  antimonials  are  likewife 
of  great  ufe,  particularly  in  cer¬ 
tain  cutaneous  ones.  I  had  like- 
wife  two  cafes,  in  which  tartar 
emetic  cured  beginning  dropfies, 
caufed  by  obftnfetion  of  the 
menfes :  it  acted  chiefly  by  u- 
rine,  and  by  gradually  increafe 
ing  the  dofe,  I  gave  at  lafl:  ten 
grains  without  the  leaft  emetic 
effect. 

Several  metallic  lubftances, 
and  particularly  mercury  and 
antimony,  have  great  medicinal 
virtues;  and  when  diflolved  in 
and  united  to  feline  lubftances 
by  the  art  of  chemiftry,  feem  to 
mix  ealily  with  the  animal 

fluids, 
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fluids,  and  to  penetrate  deep  in¬ 
to  the  vafcular  fyftcm,  ailing  as 
it  would  appear,  not  only  as  e- 
vacuants  and  by  irritation,  but 
alfb  by  relolving  and  deobftruent 
powers.  Bafil  Valentine,  a  fa¬ 
mous  old  chemical  author,  is 
full  of  the  great  effedls  that  may 
be  performed  by  the  preparati¬ 
ons  of  antimony  ;  which  effedts 
were  long  looked  upon  as  fabu¬ 
lous  and  chimerical.  The  ufe 
of  this  medicine  was,  till  of  late, 
better  known  abroad,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  France,  than  in 
Great  Britain,  but  is  now  come 
into  common  pradlice  in  this 
country.  The  farriers  have  long 
had  a  great  opinion  of  antimony, 


as 
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as  a  cleanfer  and  purifier  in  the 
difeafes  of  horfes,  giving  them, 
as  they  affirm,  a  fine  finooth 
coat.  The  difeafes  of  brute  ani¬ 
mals  ,  efpecially  of  the  nobler  and 
more  ufeful  kind,  are  not  below 
the  notice  of  phyficians  ;  not  only 
for  the  fake  of  thefe  animals,  but 
becaufe  from  thence  may  be  de¬ 
rived  obfervations,  ufeful  in  cur¬ 
ing  the  difeafes  of  mankind. 


A  P  P  E  N- 
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APPENDIX. 


jKEING  in  the  country  a  few 
years  ago,  on  account  of  my 
health,  I  amufed  mylelf  with 
tranflating  the  works  of  Aretaeus, 
and  lome  parts  of  Hippocrates, 
into  Englilh.  The  noble  can¬ 
dour  and  fimplicity  of  thele  an- 
tient  authors,  mult  delight  e- 
very  perlon  of  true  talle  and 

|  4  ‘  /  t  )  *  >  » 

r  ^  .*  ^  j  .  -t 

judgment ;  though  perhaps  that 
very  fimplicity  may  appear  infi- 
pid,  to  thole  whole  talle  is  form¬ 
ed  on  modern  writers  alone. 
The  following  is  a  faithfnl  tranfi 

lation 
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lation  of  Arctaeus’s  chapter  on 
the  diabetes  ;  but  it  is  not  ealy, 
along  .  with  the  limplicity,  to 
imitate  the  other  beauties  of  the 
author,  or  the  mulic  and  rich-* 
nels  of  the  Ionic  dialect. 

Of  the  Diabetes. 

* 4  The  dileale  of  the  diabetes 

a  :  4\  „  # 

is  wonderful,  and  not  common  a- 
mong  men  :  it  is  a  melting  down 
of  the  flefli  and  members  into 
urine  ;  the  caule  is  moift  and 
cold,  as  in  drop  lies,  and  by  the 
ulual  pallage,  the  kidnies  and 
bladder :  the  patient  is  perpe¬ 
tually  making  water,  and  the 
drain  is  inceflant,  like  that  from 

open 
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open  canals.  The  nature  of  the 
difeafe  is  chronical,  and  is  a  long 
time  in  forming;  and  if  it  comes 
to  its  height,  the  perfon  does 
not  long  furvive ;  for  the  wafting 
is  rapid,  and  death  conies  quick, 
after  a  life  moft  difagreeable  and 
painful ;  an  unquenchable  third: 
and  much  drinking,  yet  not  e- 
qual  to  the  great  quantity  of 
Urine,  and  you  can  neither  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  drinkino-  nor 
from  making  water  ;  for  if  they 
refrain  in  the  lead:  from  drink¬ 
ing,  the  mouth  becomes  dry, 
and  the  bowels  are,  as  it  were, 
on  fire  :  they  are  uneafy  and 
reftlefs,  and  foon  die  with  a  bur¬ 
ning  third:  :  no  method  can  pre- 

I  vent 
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vent  this  drain  of  water,  and 
the  force  of  the  difeafe  over¬ 
comes  modedy  ;  and  if  they  but 
for  a  little  llruggle  againft  it, 
they  (well  in  the  loins,  the  hips 

and  the  tefticles  ;  and  when 

» 

they  remit  their  efforts,  the  u- 
rine  again  runs  off  plentifully, 
and  the  fwelled  parts  fubfide, 
di (charging  their  load  by  the 
bladder* 

A 

When  the  difeafe  is  far  advan¬ 
ced,  it  is  eahly  known  ;  but 
even  before  that  time,  the 
mouth  is  dry,  the  (pittle  white 
and  frothy,  as  from  third,  even 
before  the  third  comes  on,  a 
weight  is  felt  about  ;  the  hypo- 

s.  __ 

chon- 
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chondria,  and  a  lenle  of  heat, 
or  of  cold,  palling  from  the  belly 
to  the  bladder,  pointing  out,  as 
it  were,  the  road  of  the  dileale. 
At  this  time  the  urine  begins  to 
increale  a  little,  and  they  have 
thirll,  but  not  very  great. 

But  if  the  difeale  wax  ftronger, 
there  is  a  linall  but  pungent 
heat  fixed  in  the  bowels,  the  ab¬ 
domen  is  wrinkly,  with  large 
veins,  and  the  whole  body  is  e- 
maciatcd,  and  then  the  urine 
and  the  third:  increale  greatly, 
and  when  a  lenlation  comes  to 
the  end  of  the  yard,  they  direct¬ 
ly  make  water  ;  and  I  imagine 

o 

the  difeale  is  called  diabetes,  i.  e. 


a 
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a  p adage  or  conduit,  becaufe  the 
water  does  not  remain  in  the 

c  ’  i 

body,  but  the  man  becomes,  as 
it  were,  a  pipe  or  outlet  to  di£ 
charge  it.  1  he  patient  ftill  holds 
out  a  certain  time,  but  not  very 
long,  becaufe  he  makes  water  to 
great  excels,  and  a  dreadful 
wafting  enlues  ;  for  very  little 
of  the  drink  remains  in  the  ha¬ 
bit,  and  almoft  the  whole  flelh  is 
melted  down  into  urine . 

1  /  * 

<c  The  caufe  of  the  diabetes 
may  be  either  acute  difeafes  dife 
charging  themfelves  on  hhefe 
parts,  and  fecretly  leaving  in 
their  crifts  feme  bad  matter 
there,  or  elfe  feme  poilbn  that 

hurts 
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hurts  the  kidnies  and  bladder. 
Thus  if  one  is  bit  by  the  dipfas, 
the  fymptoms  refemble  the  dia- 
betes.  The  dipfas  is  a  reptile 
which,  by  its  bite,  raifes  an  un¬ 
quenchable  third;  and  though 
drink  is  taken  immoderately,  the 
tliii  ft  is  not  cured,  but  the  belly 
is  filled  with  redundant  water ; 

and  if  any>  by  reafon  of  pain 
and  diftrefs  from  the  diftenfion 
of  the  belly,  for  a  fliort  time 
refrain  from  drinking,  thirft 
obliges  them  foon  to  drink 
largely  again  ;  fuch  is  the  al¬ 
ternate  attack  of  thefe  evils, 
tliii  ft  and  drinking  by  turns  dil- 
trefling  nature.  Others  have  no 
di (charge  by  urine  ;  and  there 


being 
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being  no  other  vent,  by  excel- 
live  drinking,  redundancy  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  ftretching  of  the  belly, 
they  liiddenly  burft. 
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